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Overview

1 Introduction and Keyfigures
2 Swiss Spatial Strategy 
3 Perspectives
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Location in Europe
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Switzerland – key figures
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CH_Distrubition of Inhabitans
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CH_Agglomerations and borders
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More functional...
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CH_Highway System
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Main spatial Strategy, Part I

7.6 Mio inhabitans, 41000 sqkm, only 30% is principlely useable for settlement, agriculture, leisure, ca. 5 
Mio (Mittelland = Area Lake Geneva – Lake Constanze)
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Spatial Development

Limattvalley 1955
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Spatial Development. Spawl

Limattvalley 1995

11



© ETH Zurich | Institute for Spatial and Landscape Development | Chair for Spatial Development | Euskal Hiria 2009 |  23.11.2009

Global Trends: Density & Energy Consumption
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Abundance of urban variety and artificial/cultural landscapes

Urner Reussebene im Bereich Flüelen-Amsteg

The richness of proper sized cities and sound cultural landscapes is also an 
important locational factor
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Strategic Tasks

Minimum strategy of Spatial Development

Ongoing Extension of Settlements

Doing Nothing

* Strategies are leading thoughts for problemsolving

Sustainable Development, Inner Renewal and Optimizing 
infrastructure and its maintainance 
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Sustainable Land-Use : Basic law/constitutional order

Legal Regulation – Constitutional Order 

The Swiss Federal Constitution (BV 18. April 1999, update on 8. August 2006)
Article 75 : Spatial Planning

1 The Federation determines the principles of spatial planning. This obligates the 
Cantons and also serves a sustainable land-use and reasonable settlement 
development. 

2 The Federation promotes and coordinates the efforts of the Cantons and co-
operates with the Cantons.

3 By implementing of their tasks the Federation and the Cantons consider the 
requirements of spatial planning.
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CH_Planning and Buildung
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Strategic Tasks

7.6 Mio inhabitans, 41000 sqkm, only  30% is principlely useable for 
settlement, agriculture, leisure, ca. 5 Mio (Mittelland = Area Lake Geneva –
Lake Constanze) 17
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Intregated Spatial and Infrastructural

Development on the example of the 
backbone of the Swiss Spatial Strategy

The Railway-System
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Perspectives

Revision of the Spatial Planning Law 2010/11

Public Election 2010/11 about Landscape Initiative 
and revisioned Law

Spatial Planning and Development is a National Issue
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CH_Passenger Traffic_Railway_2003
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CH_Cargotraffic on railways_2000
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Bottle Necks Railway System 2020

Report on national strategy for Infrastructure (Nov. 2009), Gen. Secretary UVEK, Swiss Federation
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North South Transversale for Europe, Corridor 24

In its catchment are are living ca. 
70 Mio. inhabitants

An area with the highest added 
value in Europe

High traffic load within freight and 
passenger traffic

23



© ETH Zurich | Institute for Spatial and Landscape Development | Chair for Spatial Development | Euskal Hiria 2009 |  23.11.2009

CH_ North_South_Transversale for Europe

Übersicht: Die Nord_Süd_Transversale (NST) in Europa

The North_South_Transversale is the 
most important Rail connection in North-
South-Relation, exspecially important for 
freight traffic

20 Mio. Nettotons via Gotthard and 
Lötschberg (2003)

Main-Relation: Rotterdam - Rhur -
Rhein/ Main - Bale - Milano
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Strategic Tasks
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Strategic Tasks
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Goothard Base Tunnel 57 km
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Strategic Tasks

28



© ETH Zurich | Institute for Spatial and Landscape Development | Chair for Spatial Development | Euskal Hiria 2009 |  23.11.2009

Reconstruction Main Railway Station of Zurich

Usable for housing
and office space
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Additional Capacity Main Railway Station Zurich
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Investments in the system Zurich 1.6 Billion CHF
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Possible Town Development Effects in Zurich
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Entwicklungsgebiete in Zürich

'Letzi'

Schwamendingen

Stettbach

New Oerlikon

Affoltern

Science City

Area of Universities

Area in the catchment area of mainrailway station

Leutschenbach

Source: townplanning office Zurich

Zurich West
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Spatial and Railway Develpment Canton Uri

Urner Reussebene at Flüelen-Amsteg

Spatial Development of Valley areas due 
to the topography in Switzerland is a most 
difficult task. Different interests of land 
use have to be taken under consideration 
(rail, street, energy, floodprotection, 
agriculture)
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Spatial and Railway Develpment Canton Uri
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Infrastructures of National (European) Importance of often bundled in Valleys

Infrastructures in the Reuss Valley Canton Uri

35



© ETH Zurich | Institute for Spatial and Landscape Development | Chair for Spatial Development | Euskal Hiria 2009 |  23.11.2009

Perspectives: Interreg Project 2010-2013
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Thank you
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Thank you for your attention!
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