Autores

AERNOUDT, Rudy. He holds masters in Economy, Thomistic Philosophy and
European economics and has served as Chief of Staff at European, federal and regional
(Flanders and Wallonia) level. Besides, Aernoudt was consecutively Credit Manager at
ING, Secretary-General of the Department of Economics and innovation, director-ge-
neral of One laptop per child, a spin-off of MIT, and Senior Economist at the European
commission, where he is actually dealing with financing issues, industrial, taxation
and space policy. He is also professor corporate finance and enterprise policy at the
Universities of Ghent and Nancy; curator of TEDxBrussels; columnist and author of
several books and papers on corporate finance, politics and economics. Aernoudt is
also co-founder of EBAN, the European Business Angels Network and founder of
FREE (foundation for the research on education and entrepreneurship).

ANGULO GARZARO, Amaya. Licenciada en Derecho por la Universidad de
Deusto, cuenta con un master en Derecho de la Empresa por la misma Universidad.
Su érea de especializacion es el Derecho Administrativo, temdtica sobre la cual tiene
numerosos articulos publicados. Actualmente trabaja como funcionaria del Gobier-
no Vasco en el drea de Contratacién del Departamento de Turismo, Comercio y
Consumo. Paralelamente se encuentra cursando los estudios conducentes a la elabo-
racion de su tesis doctoral.

ANGULO GARZARO, Noemi. Doctora en Derecho por la Universidad de
Deusto. Licenciada en Derecho por la Universidad de Deusto y ha cursado un Eras-
mus Mundus Master en Derecho del Comercio Transnacional y Finanzas en la Uni-
versidad de Deusto, la Universidad de Tilburg y la Universidad de Estrasburgo. Ac-
tualmente trabaja como Asesora Juridica en la Direccién de Régimen Juridico,
Servicios y Procesos Electorales del Departamento de Seguridad de Gobierno Vasco.

BESSANT, John. BSc., PhD. Originally a chemical engineer, he has been active
in the field of research and consultancy in technology and innovation management
for over 35 years. Bessant is currently holds the Chair in Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship at the University of Exeter and has visiting appointments at the universi-
ties of Erlangen-Nuremburg and University of Stavanger, Norway. In 2003 he was
elected a Fellow of the British Academy of Management and in 2016 a Fellow of the
International Society for Professional Innovation Management (ISPIM). He has ac-
ted as advisor to a wide range of public and private sector organizations and is the
author of 30 books and many articles on the topic.
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DAHL, Johanna. Development Planner, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia,
Finland. Johanna Dahl holds a PhD in economics and business administration from
Hanken School of Economics. Dahl’s academic background is within the fields of
internationalization of SMEs, strategy-as-practice and coopetition (inter-competitor
cooperation in business networks). Her research has been published in journals
such as, Industrial Marketing Management, International Studies of Management &
Organization and Competitiveness Review: An International Business Journal. Jo-
hanna Dahl’s current work at the Regional Council of Ostrobothnia focuses on the
regional smart specialization strategy, international cooperation projects and open
innovation as a driver of regional development.

GAGO RODRIGUEZ, Alberto. Catedratico de Economia Aplicada de la Uni-
versidade de Vigo, es Doctor en Economia por la Universidade de Santiago, fue Rec-
tor de la Universidade de Vigo y presidente de la Asociacién Espaifiola para la Eco-
nomia Energética y del grupo de investigacion rede de la Universidade de Vigo. Su
trayectoria cientifica ha seguido un itinerario de Fiscalidad Aplicada, proyectada su-
cesivamente sobre dmbitos diversos de interés: reforma fiscal internacional, imposi-
cién ambiental, reforma fiscal verde, imposicién energética e imposicion sobre el
transporte. Su enfoque investigador combina los aspectos estructurales e institucio-
nales de la fiscalidad con sus impactos microeconémicos y las férmulas propositivas
para su reforma, entremezclando los temas ambientales y energéticos con los instru-
mentos de politica publica.

HOSPERS, Gert-Jan. He has a chair in Urban and Regional Transition at the de-
partment of Human Geography, Planning and Environment of Radboud University
(The Netherlands). Besides, Hospers is an economic geographer at the University of
Twente and director of Stichting Stad en Regio, a foundation promoting urban and
regional development at a human scale. Over the years, he has worked on local and re-
gional development, place marketing, demographic shrinkage and town centres. Since
recently, he is studying the role of manufacturing SMEs in regional economic develop-
ment. Most of Hospers’ research takes place in East Netherlands, Germany and Den-
mark. Recent publications include the book Managing Population Decline in Europe’s
Urban and Rural Areas (2015, with Nol Reverda), the article ‘People, place and part-
nership: exploring strategies to revitalise town centres’ (European Spatial Research and
Policy, 24 (2017), pp. 65-79) and the report Small Atlas Metropole Ruhr: The Ruhr Re-
gion in Transformation (2018, with Burkhard Wetterau).

JOHNSON, Jerker. Economist specialized in International trade and Develop-
ment. His work as the International Coordinator in the Regional Council of Ostro-
bothnia has brought him to work with European cohesion policies and Smart Spe-
cialization (S3) and he initiated the S3 process in Ostrobothnia in 2012. He holds
and Licentiate Degree in Economic Sciences from Hanken School of Economics and
a Master Degree in Social Sciences from Abo Akademi University. Apart from ha-
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ving worked as an academic teacher and researcher he is also having a waste expe-
rience of both leading and handling European development projects. The experien-
ces range from being manager in the LEADER II initiative to different transnational
learning and development projects. Jerker Johnson is moreover an expert in natio-
nal accounts and has a long experience in working both as a short- and long-term
advisor on constructing National Accounts systems in different countries in Africa,
Mid-East, South-East Asia, Latin-America and the Caribbean.

JUNGWIRTH, Georg. He studied Business Administration at the University of
Graz (Austria). After traineeships in Barcelona (Spain) and Silicon Valley (USA) he
worked in a German marketing consulting company. Jungwirth did his doctoral
studies at the Institute for Marketing at the University of Graz, where he also wor-
ked as Assistant Professor. Since 2001 he is a faculty member of the Degree Pro-
gramme International Marketing & Sales Management of the University of Applied
Sciences CAMPUS 02 in Graz (Austria). His research focus lies in the strategies and
success factors of medium-sized world market leaders from Austria («Hidden
Champions»). He is co-founder of the Competence Centre for Family Businesses at
the same University where he covers the research about very successful and very old
family businesses from Austria.

KAMP, Bart. Investigador principal del drea de Internacionalizacion y Servitiza-
cién de Negocios en Orkestra-Instituto Vasco de Competitividad y profesor en la
Deusto Business School y la Louvain School of Management de Bélgica. Su investi-
gacion se centra en las estrategias competitivas que permiten a las empresas ser lide-
res en sus respectivos nichos de mercado a nivel internacional, y en procesos de ser-
vitizacién entre empresas manufactureras. En los mds de 20 anos que lleva
ejerciendo su actividad profesional, Bart ha desempefiado funciones como investiga-
dor y asesor en dreas como politicas de innovacién, competitividad industrial, atrac-
ci6én de inversiones extranjeras y otras cuestiones de desarrollo socio-econémico. Ha
prestado servicios a instituciones multilaterales, organizaciones gubernamentales,
pymes y empresas multinacionales de diversos paises. Ha escrito numerosos articu-
los y editado libros sobre estos temas, que han sido traducidos al neerlandés, inglés,
castellano, euskera, portugués y japonés.

KONIG, David. He has a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing & Sales and a Master’s
Degree in International Marketing, both of which he has received at the University of
Applied Sciences CAMPUS 02 in Graz (Austria). During his studies Konig extensively
focused on Brand Management, Consumer Behaviour and Business Ethics. With his
Master Thesis «CSR in Austrian Hidden Champions» he contributed to the research
field «small & medium-sized world market leaders from Austria» of CAMPUS 02. In
his professional life he worked in marketing departments of companies in the high te-
chnology industry e.g. NXP Semiconductors. Currently, he works as Marketing Cam-
paign Manager for «Anton Paar», a world market leader in measuring technology.
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LABANDEIRA VILLOT, Xavier. Catedratico de Economia en la Universidade
de Vigo, donde pertenece al grupo de investigacion Rede y codirige la cdtedra Na-
turgy sobre energia y desarrollo sostenible. Es director de Economics for Energy y
forma parte del Grupo Intergubernamental sobre Cambio Climatico de la ONU
(IPCC) para la elaboracién de su Quinto y Sexto Informes de Evaluacién. Entre
2014-2017 dirigi6 la Florence School of Regulation-Climate en European University
Institute de Florencia. Su investigacion se sitda en la frontera entre la economia cli-
matica, publica y energética, publicando en las principales revistas académicas de es-
tos campos y participando asiduamente, en muchos casos como organizador, en
congresos y seminarios académicos. Ha dirigido abundantes tesis doctorales y pro-
yectos de investigacidn, publicos y privados, y ha realizado estadias en varias univer-
sidades internacionales.

LABEAGA AZCONA, José Maria. Catedratico de Fundamentos del Anélisis
Econdémica en la Universidad Nacional de Educacién a Distancia. Es Doctor en Eco-
nomia por la Universidad Auténoma de Barcelona y fue Director General del Insti-
tuto de Estudios Fiscales y Director de la Citedra FEDEA-BBVA de Nuevos Consu-
midores en la Fundacion de Estudios de Economia Aplicada. Las dreas en las que ha
desarrollado su investigacion incluyen el andlisis del comportamiento individual en
las decisiones de consumo y oferta de trabajo, asi como la simulacién y evaluacién
de los efectos de las politicas publicas. Ha sido miembro del comité cientifico o del
comité asesor y editor de diversas revistas académicas y ha publicado los resultados
de sus investigaciones en las principales revistas académicas de su especialidad.

LOPEZ OTERO, Xiral. Doctor en Economia por la Universidade de Vigo y
Mister en Economia Industrial por la Universidad Carlos IIT de Madrid. En la ac-
tualidad es investigador en la Universidad Nacional de Educacién a Distancia, con
una trayectoria profesional previa en la Universidade de Vigo y en Iberdrola. Su ac-
tividad académica ha estado centrada en la investigacién relacionada con la econo-
mia energética y ambiental, fundamentalmente en los campos de la fiscalidad ener-
gético-ambiental, la demanda de energia y la pobreza energética, contando con
varias publicaciones en las principales revistas académicas de su especialidad.

MARIUSSEN, Age. Degree in Sociology from the University of Troms6 (mathe-
matical statistics and economy), he holds a position as «researcher 1» (professor le-
vel) in Nordland Research Institute, 1998. Mariussen has been working as a resear-
cher since 1982 on questions relating to regional development, restructuring,
research policy and innovation in the following institutions: University of Tromsg,
Nordland Research Institute, Nordregio, Stockholm, Stepgruppen and NIFU, Oslo,
Abo Akademi University and the Vaasa University. His current positions are senior
researcher in Nordland Research Institute and Institute-leader University of Vasa.
Age Mariussen is also collaborating with the JRC S3 platform in Sevilla, with several
joint publications, including the debate on Smart Specialisation after 2020.
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RAMMER, Christian. Deputy head of the Department «Economics of Innova-
tion and Industrial Dynamics» at the Centre for European Economic Research
(ZEW) in Mannheim, Germany. His research focuses on innovation in firms, tech-
nology transfer, and research policy. He is director of ZEW’s annual innovation sur-
vey, the Mannheim Innovation Panel, which is the German contribution to the
Community Innovation Surveys of the EU. Before joining ZEW in 2000, he worked
as a senior researcher at the Austrian Research Centers and as an assistant professor
and lecturer at the Vienna University of Economics and the University of Linz.
Christian Rammer holds an MSc in Regional Analysis and a PhD from the Universi-
ty of Vienna.

SPIELKAMP, Alfred. Professor of Business Administration with special focus
on Management of Innovation and Market Research in the Department of Business
Studies at the Westphalian University of Applied Sciences, Gelsenkirchen. As Re-
search Associate at the Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) Mannheim
he works in close cooperation with the research unit of «Economics of Innovation
and Industrial Dynamics». Beyond that Alfred Spielkamp provides scientifically
grounded economic policy advice and consulting services to companies. Before joi-
ning the Westphalian University of Applied Sciences he worked as an expert in na-
tional studies and international projects for German Governmental Departments,
the European Commission, and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, OECD.

UGARTE ARREGUI, Josu. Desde octubre de 2018 es el maximo responsable
de Schneider Electric para Espana y Portugal, cuando asume la direccién de la
Zona Ibérica. Su mision es acelerar la transicién digital de los sectores en los que
opera la compaiiia y ayudar a los clientes a apoyarse en la transformacién digital
para mejorar su competitividad. Licenciado en Econdmicas en la Universidad del
Pais Vasco, Ugarte se incorporé a Schneider Electric en 2015, como responsable
del drea de Industry de la compaiiia. Previamente fue presidente de Mondragén
Internacional y CEO de varias empresas del grupo en Marruecos, Polonia y Fran-
cia. Es miembro del Comité Ejecutivo del programa de transformacién empresa-
rial cre100do y preside la seccién de Internacionalizacién. Este clister tiene como
misién ayudar al crecimiento a 100 empresas espaifiolas de alto potencial para que
a su vez abran el camino a muchas otras.

VENOHR, Bernd. Ph. D. Business Administration at the Johann Wolfgang
Goethe University in Frankfurt. MBA from Northwestern University, Chicago.
Between 2005 and 2008 Venohr was a tenured Professor of International Strategic
Management at the Berlin School of Economics and Law. He was Managing Di-
rector at Accenture (2000-2005) and Bain & Company (1987-2000). As a consul-
tant he works with owners and top managers of mid-sized and family-owned
companies on strategic and organisational issues. Main topics include developing
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and implementing growth strategies (focus on innovative business models), orga-
nisational design and governance (including succession) and mergers and acquisi-
tions. He advises governmental institutions in Europa and Asia-Pacific on policies
to enable the growth of innovation-led mid-sized companies. In Germany he has
worked with the Bundeswirtschaftsministerium (Federal Ministry of Economy). Is
one of the foremost experts on the success model of globally active German Mit-
telstand companies. Venohr has published 6 books on management and strategy
topics; including one book in English: Florian Langenscheidt, Bernd Venohr
(eds.): The Best of German Mittelstand: The World Market Leaders. Deutsche
Standards EDITIONEN, Kéln 2015.
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