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I) STRATEGY AND OBJECTIVES:
1.-
A Project as a contribution to Peace and Coexistence… The motive!
· A strategy
We are aware of the limitations within which the Basque Government works in order to facilitate the process of Peace and Coexistence. To achieve a definitive peace does not only depend on the actions of a Government, it depends on many social agents. A Government cannot make peace by itself, but can create the conditions to consolidate this and can propose initiatives to improve our level of coexistence. This is the strategy that inspires this plan: "Contribute to the efforts that are being made to secure peace and a substantial improvement in our coexistence, creating favourable conditions for reconciliation".
· Priority objectives
There are three transversal objectives that embrace each and every one of the actions programmed within this Project:
· One- 
The respect for life and the human rights of all persons.
· Two-  
Remembrance, recognition, the reparation of all the damage suffered by the victims of terrorism and violence.
· Three- Develop active policies and specific initiatives oriented towards educating for Peace, to prevent and avoid a repetition of violations of rights and liberties.
2.-
A Project as social commitment… The motive!
· The Government Programme - the starting point
On June 22 2005, on presenting the programme of the government in his investiture speech, el Lehendakari announced his undertaking to draw up and approve "an Integrated Plan in favour of Peace and Reconciliation, that includes and brings together all the actions to the developed by the Government in the area of human rights". This document represents a first step towards complying with that commitment.
· The demands of society, the priority reference
For our society, terrorist violence is an anachronism incompatible with ethical commitment and with the vital priorities of the men and women of our time. Today, following the declaration of ETA on March 22, there is a new opportunity for peace and Basque society demands that we provide solutions in the form of clear and specific initiatives. The aim of the actions set out in this Project is to respond positively to social demands and to satisfy the wishes of Basque society in order to put an end to all violations of human rights and to improve our level of coexistence. We wish to express in a precise an easily comprehensible manner the commitment of this Government to a society that demands the right to play an active role in favour of a respect for human rights and coexistence.
· The present moment, the context of hope
The present moment in the politics of the Basque Country offers a series of unprecedented opportunities in our recent history. Not without difficulty and contradiction, through goodwill and dialogue an attempt is being made to consolidate this process, which although still fragile, is now in progress. Although Governments have the unconditional moral obligation to take actions to safeguard human rights and provide a framework in which violence can be overcome, the present context, in which ETA has declared a permanent ceasefire, spurs us on still further to dedicate a every possible effort in order to ensure that this opportunity for peace materialises in a process from which there is no way back.
· Human rights, the basis for coexistence
Beyond false comparisons of rights and suffering, there is only one valid principle in the struggle to achieve coexistence: respect for all human rights, without exclusion, as the common ethical denominator. The defence and respect for human rights must strengthen and articulate our coexistence and must guarantee a just, supportive and equalitarian society.
3.-
A Project as an instrument of recognition and reparation… How!
We all have a role to play in the construction of peace. The contribution that the Basque Government wishes to make is to offer all the means available to it to facilitate a new scenario of coexistence. How? In two ways: on the one hand, by demanding the right to life as a basic priority. On the other hand, by recognising and supporting the victims of terrorism. We must include the viewpoint of the victims by attending to and alleviating the pain of all the wounds open in our society, with specific actions, and by placing all the means within the reach to ensure that such suffering is never repeated.
· The right to life as a fundamental priority
We want this Project to help us to recognise the suffering provoked by violations of human rights and by violence. Although on occasions this is not easy, we must accept that many people have suffered needlessly, but the number one priority is to defend the right to life, as without this, none of the other rights have any sense whatsoever.  We must provide support to those people who have suffered directly the threat of violence and a reduction in their rights and liberties.
· Remembering the victims is the essential basis upon which to move forward
A society that wishes to improve its level of coexistence requires a basic context of peace, liberty, justice and respect for human rights. But also, in order to ensure a sustainable improvement and to avoid a repetition of the errors of the past, this must also be based on the need to remember the victims of violence. We do not want to build our future on a desire to forget the past, we wish to safeguard the memory and dignity of the victims as a tribute to their suffering and as an antidote to prevent old wounds from reopening and to favour progress towards coexistence. 

· Recognition of pain as an element of comprehension
The recognition of suffering is a basic exercise of human compassion, free of added political considerations. It is understandable that everyone is more sensitive to the pain of someone who is close to us or of someone for whom we feel more affinity. The added effort that demands peace, especially in the form of the political programmes of the government, is not to modify that feeling but to accept and be aware of the multiple forms of human suffering in the world we know today, in order to try to relieve and eliminate these as far as we are able.
· The existence of different forms suffering as an objective reality
Throughout this project we emphasise the word "all" several times. all the suffering, all the victims, all the wounds…. We are fully conscious of the fact that this is a very delicate matter. In our society there are still many open wounds.  Nevertheless, if we did not base ourselves on the reality of this situation, we would not be tackling this process properly. 

We are still suffering the extreme, irreversible and recent wounds left by the terrorism of ETA. Over a period of more than 40 years, ETA has perpetrated a total of more than 800 murders. Many others have been kidnapped or have seen how one of their relatives have been seriously injured or mutilated. Numerous industrialists have suffered extortion and blackmail. Over recent years, several thousands of people have lived under the threat of terrorism. The physical and emotional effects and the economic consequences are incalculable. All of these actions accumulate an enormous and unjust suffering. Moreover, all of these victims have, on many occasions, had to withstand additional suffering due to the disinterest of society and the incomprehension of our institutions. 

It is necessary to remember, moreover, that the terrorism of ETA has been exercised in the name of the Basque people and with the sole aim of undermining the system of coexistence of the society. For this reason, the recognition of the suffering caused by the terrorism of ETA is a priority aim of this Government.
Over the last four decades, there have been about 350 fatalities due to the actions of the police or terrorist organisations such as GAL, of the extreme right, or by unknown perpetrators. There are confirmed cases of torture that have led to legal sentences and others have been reported by prestigious international human rights organisations.
The policy of keeping Basque prisoners in jails located hundreds of kilometres from the Basque Country, has also caused added suffering for their families. In turn, a large sector of our society feels that their most elementary civil and political rights have been violated because they have been deprived of their basic liberties.
But Basque society also has an old wound, which, despite being less recent, is still causing pain today. These are the victims of the Franco dictatorship. More than 70 years have passed since the military coup and it is still not possible to offer social, political, material and public reparation, in a dignified manner, to those affected by that injustice. The truth and historical facts of that era have still to be uncovered. To illustrate the total disregard which the "vanquished" of that unjust war have had to live with, it is only necessary to remember three things: it is calculated that almost 30,000 bodies lie buried in ditches and at the back of cemeteries throughout the Spanish Estate, as the number of executions, only in the post-war period, amounted to over 30,000 and, on Basque soil, almost 3000 people were executed by firing squad. The suffering in this case has apparently been lost in the distant past but many of its witnesses and victims live among us today and have suffered in silence all this time. It is a suffering that still requires reparation today.
· The practical action of reparation as a political undertaking
We cannot move towards a pacified society without including a space for the victims of terrorism, without attending to all the wounds of violence and the violation of human rights. In order to advance towards that pacified society and to reach the objectives upon which this project is based, the Government reaffirms its intention of putting a number of initiatives into operation with intention of repairing all the suffering in our society.
4.-
A Project with five premises and a programme that sets out the work to be done The structure!
· A Plan based on five premises 
In order to comply with its strategic objectives, this Plan is based on five premises: (1) the defence and fostering of all human rights, (2) solidarity with all the victims of terrorism, (3) restoration of our historical memory and reparation for the victims of the Franco dictatorship, (4) the defence of liberty and of civil and political rights, (5) the prevention of torture and defence of the human rights of detainees and prisoners. Each one of these premises has a large number of initiatives linked to it, both to recognise and reduce suffering and to prevent further violations of human rights. On occasions, the measures considered involve actions aimed at the core of the problem and another occasions are oriented towards social education and awareness, to disseminate the culture of peace and respect for human rights, or to promote civic values and tolerance of difference.
· A Project with a programme of work still to be done
It is necessary to work for peace, it is necessary to recognise the pain and the suffering of victims, it is essential to be politically active in the defence of all human rights, but a society without violence is not a society of reconciliation. Basque society has a debt with the victims, it has a commitment to peace and has a great deal of work still to do in order to achieve respectful and tolerant coexistence and reconciliation. To do this, the basic and most efficient instrument is education for peace.
· An open and dynamic project
Once the objectives have been defined, we do not propose a closed document that does not allow alternatives. The aim is to design a tool to establish the lines and premises of the joint action of different areas of the Government in the defence of human rights. It is therefore an open work plan, which will be given form and updated throughout the legislature, both from the quantitative and qualitative viewpoints. It represents, in this sense, an active and dynamic instrument in favour of peace and coexistence.
We are fully aware of the difficulties involved in developing a Project that intends to include all the suffering provoked by the terrible and unjust manifestations of violence and the violation of individual and collective human rights, suffered by our society. It requires that we all make a great effort of generosity and empathy. 

Those responsible for the policies of our political parties and representatives must continue to follow the example of so many anonymous citizens who are capable, in their day-to-day lives, of coexisting in an integrated manner and with respect for differences. The Basque government invites all parliamentary groups, political forces and social agents to share the work of contributing to peace and to improving our levels of coexistence. In this sense, the government wishes to point out that it presents this Project as an open proposal and with the desire to incorporate, through dialogue and agreement, any contributions that may be made during its execution.
For this purpose, the government undertakes to present an annual appraisal of the degree of development and execution of the Plan before the Human Rights Committee of the Basque Government in order to collect together the contributions of all the parliamentary groups.
II) FoUr inspiring principles:
1. RESPECT for life and human rights
2. RECOGNITION of the victims 
3. REPARATION of damage caused
4. Coexistence and reconciliation
II) FoUr inspiring principles:
Perhaps the still recent burden of our history of incomprehension, disagreements and political confrontations represents an objective impediment to fostering and carrying out a Project in favour of Peace and Coexistence and to achieving political and social unanimity in each of its measures. Nevertheless we are willing to try. To do this, the first step is to work on the fundamental principles that we can all share. In this regard, we are convinced that leaving the disputes between parties to one side, we can agree on the four basic principles that inspire this proposal and provide the bases for its objectives and the actions of the Government: Respect for life and human rights Recognition of the victims.  Reparation for the damage caused; and Coexistence and Reconciliation. These four principles reflect the political will of the Basque Government at this historical crossroad in which we find ourselves.
1.-
RESPECT for life and human rights
· The basic principle.
Define life and human rights as the first principle of this Project is a way of insisting that there is nothing that can be placed above or ahead of the right to life. Nothing, absolutely nothing, neither a determined national or territorial conception or an assumed "reason of state". This unequivocal conviction is the firm basis on which not only this Plan, or the actions of the Government, must be based, but also the coexistence and defence of any project, ideology, aspiration, idea or right. Indeed, it involves a basic and elementary principle. However, it is necessary and convenient to remember this from time to time, especially in a country such as ours in which on so many occasions other objectives of life and human dignity have been given priority.
· Tolerance
One of the main undertakings of this principle is to convey a message of a respect for human rights. It is a way of preventing the measures used to violate the dignity of persons from ever being employed again. Providing guidance in the principles of tolerance and respect for others is also a way of weakening the dogmatism at the root of the behaviour of those who give more importance to their own objectives than to the rights of individuals. To believe that the objective itself has an absolute value and to feel that only they are right, are the two convictions that justify the use of unethical methods in the defence of a cause and lead to violations of human rights. Overcoming dogmatism and intolerance is a way of defending the right to life and human rights. It is also one of the proposals of this Project.
· The undertakings
Principles are interpreted as being specific and active undertakings, as otherwise they only end up in a rhetorical show of good intentions that dissolve like a sugar lump in water. For that reason, this Plan develops a wide range of specific social, political, legislative, educational and communications measures that intend to contribute to guaranteeing a respect for life and human rights as a collective asset that provides the bases of democratic coexistence and the freedom of a society. Basque society is fully conscious of the need to care for and preserve this asset because it has had the unfortunate experience of suffering, generation after generation, the terrible effects of violence.
2.-
RECOGNITION of the victims 
· Solidarity.
The second principle on which this Project is based is recognition of the victims. The undertaking and will of the Government is to offer all victims public, political, social and personalised recognition. In this way we will settle the historical debt of recognition that we owe the victims of terrorism, a recognition that other persons have received in this country. 

For that reason we want the victims to feel our active solidarity with their cause. We want them to feel protected without instrumentalisations, disregard, or favouritisms. We want the immense pain that they have suffered to be recognised. We want them to know that the injustice they have suffered has no justification and especially we want them to know that this society respects them irrespective of their political standpoint. We want them to know that we are aware of the extreme and irreversible pain they have suffered and that we are determined that this will remain in the collective memory of our society. We also want them to know that we ask them to forgive us for all our errors.
· Consensus
Nevertheless, this principle of recognition for the victims of violence, is not sufficient in itself. From the political viewpoint it is necessary to make an undertaking to seek the maximum possible consensus in this issue. Over recent years, the political divisions with regard to this question have involved an added element of suffering. For this reason, one of the most urgent and priority needs is to reach a social and political consensus and solidarity for the victims. This principle is linked to the commitment of all political parties to work together in all those initiatives involving the recognition of the victims, based on consensus and a lack of tension.
· Respect.
And, in addition to recognition and consensus, the victims are also worthy of respect. No one should use the cause of the victims for their own benefit. Not everything goes in political confrontation. The exploitation of the pain of the victims for the advantage of a particular political party is inadmissible. No one should use the victims as a weapon. No one should link solidarity with the victims to an idea, project or specific political cause. The plurality of ideas and sensibilities which, as in society as a whole, also exists among the victims, should be respected Solidarity with the victims should be gratuitous, should be offered irrespective of the political cause defended in each case and without any other motive than the commitment to the defence of human dignity. This is how the Government understands the principle of recognition of the victims of terrorism and the commitments that derive from this. All the measures and programmes to be implemented will find meaning within this framework.
3.-
REPARATION of the damage caused
· Comprehensive reparation.
No plan can repair the irreversible losses produced by terrorism and the violations of human rights for so many of our fellow citizens. We are aware of this, but, despite everything, we must assume, as one of the main bases of this Project, the commitment to compensate them for everything that can be repaired. We refer of course to support of a economic, material or health nature, as a priority, but also, and in the very special way, to moral reparation, to everything that has anything to do with the remembrance of the past and solidarity, with the dignity and recognition, with justice and with a critical, public and shared interpretation of the past. We are talking therefore about the comprehensive and overall reparation of all victims. This is the first undertaking implied by this principle.
· Inter-institutional coordination.
Above all other difficulties, inter-institutional coordination must establish at the different levels of the administration, the same logic of co-operation and optimisation of resources for a sole purpose: support for the victims, whatever their political standpoint and whatever the origin of the aggression against them. We cannot, nor should we, diversify our efforts, or fall into duplicities. It is necessary to socialise and visualise solidarity, together with a dissemination of the values of the culture of peace and humanisation. To do this, inter-institutional collaboration must seek the participation of our citizens and coordination with social agents, especially with the victims of terrorism organisations, and with those who fight for peace and human rights.
· Permanent action.
The political will of the Government with this plan is to establish permanent bases for the recognition of and support for victims. This does not involve only articulating a set of occasional initiatives but remembering the suffering, the solidarity with persons who have suffered and the defence of human rights, a constant action in our society, a permanent learning process for our generation and for generations to come. Accepting this undertaking also involves complying with the principle of reparation of the damage caused. Many of the initiatives developed through the plan are based on this strategy.
4.-
Coexistence and reconciliation


· From today onwards.
Basque society has been shaken by periods of severe tension and sustained political conflicts over a period of many years. Indeed, the tension has risen on too many occasions above reasonable levels for any democratic society, to the extent that it is possible to declare that the quality of coexistence can clearly be improved. It is necessary, therefore, to establish the bases to orientate the future towards an improvement in social and political coexistence, in which dialogue, tolerance, respect and agreement represent the guidelines for social and political conduct.
At the same time, the consequences of violence and terrorism have taken the form of the pain and suffering personified in the victims. The future must be based on the critical and accurate memory of the past and the public recognition of the damage caused. With the fourth principle of this plan, the intention is to create the conditions to propitiate a desirable reconciliation. Reconciliation will be possible tomorrow if we are capable of starting to work in that direction today. 

· From society.
This principle does not imply, as has been incorrectly interpreted on occasions, that victims have a kind of "moral duty" to reconcile themselves with their aggressor. Besides being an error, it would place an absolutely unjust burden on the shoulders of the victims. Reconciliation does not necessarily mean becoming friends again either, but simply to treat each other with respect. Reconciliation will require, very especially, the courage of those who are capable of asking for forgiveness for the crimes committed and for all kinds of violations of human rights. 

Society, on its part, will have the responsibility of making progress towards a higher level of coexistence, taking a leading role in a critical interpretation of the past and, very especially, articulating the mechanisms required in the field of education, as the ideal and efficient instrument to improve our levels of respect and tolerance.
· From education.
Actions in the field of education require a special dedication and treatment. It is imperative to disseminate the values of the culture of peace. In other words, to support and promote all kinds of discourse, actions and initiatives designed to consolidate in society the defence and guarantee of the fundamental rights and liberties of individuals on two basic and complementary premises: the principle of equality and a respect for difference. 

We must learn and consolidate the use of tools that help as to resolve our disputes in a peaceful manner. All this involves promoting an ambitious education project for peace and coexistence. But we do not refer solely to school or academic education (also to this), but to a social, family, associative, public and political learning process, that will provide our society with sufficient resources to resolve its problems, peacefully and democratically.
III) Five premises and the work still to be done:
Premise 1:
The defence and fostering of all human rights
Premise 2:
Solidarity with all the victims of terrorism
Premise 3:
Restoring our historical memory and reparation for the victims of the Franco dictatorship
Premise 4:
The defence of liberty and civil and political rights
Premise 5:
The prevention of torture and the defence of the human rights of detainees and prisoners
The work that still remains to be done: "Education for Peace and Coexistence. Reconciliation".
Premise 1.
THE DEFENCE AND PROMOTION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS
Main Policies of Action.
· We declare our commitment to a respect for life and the human rights of all persons.
· We reject all manifestations of violence and the infringement of human, individual and collective rights.
· We reiterate our support for solely pacific and democratic channels in the resolution of conflicts.
Commitments and Initiatives
A)
Initiatives of reflection, awareness and education in human rights. 
1. Support programmes of social awareness at a municipal level, relating to a respect for human rights, and especially the right to life
2. Hold an International Conference on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
3. Organise an international forum on human rights, security and freedom.
4. Organise the René Cassin national award to honour outstanding personalities in the field of Human Rights.
5. Establish a collaboration agreement with the High Commissioner's Office of the United Nations to develop a training programme of experts in Human Rights.
6. Develop an annual awareness campaign on the Declaration of Human Rights.
B) Actions in the defence and promotion of human rights.
7. Promote values of equality and respect for difference in an intercultural society.
8. Support social organisations and movements that develop their activities in favour of human rights.
9. Promote an International Observatory for the defence and respect for all human rights.
10. Support for the European conflict prevention network.
Premise 2.
SOLIDARITY WITH VICTIMS OF TERRORISM 
Main Policies of Action.
· We declare our total rejection of violence and terrorism in all its forms, both from an ethical and political standpoint.
· We express our total and unconditional recognition of the victims of terrorism, as the maximum exponent of the injustice committed through the exercise of violence and terror. 
· We undertake to defend the demands for the remembrance, justice and recognition of the damage caused.  
· We recognise the essential role of the victims in any peace process. 
Commitments and Initiatives
A) 
Historical memory. Recognition and truth.
1.-
Foster the recognition of victims at a municipal level.
2.-
Promote the organisation and diffusion of itinerant exhibitions.
3.-
Disseminate the recognition and remembrance of the victims of terrorism through campaigns in the media.
4.-
Promote the recognition of victims through their groups and associations.
5.-
Organise an institutional conference on the recognition of victims of terrorism.
B) 
Attention, Reparation and Justice:
6.-
Promote the approval of the Law on solidarity with victims of terrorism. 

7.-
Consolidate the atmosphere of dialogue and rapprochement between the Public Administrations and the victims of terrorism.
8.-
Maintain and, if appropriate, improve the policy of material assistance and economic help for the victims of terrorism and their associations.
9.-
Eliminate graffiti and posters that our offensive for the victims. 

10.-
Reconsider the names of streets and squares that are offensive to the victims. 

11.-
Promote the preparation of an ethical code for dealing with information on terrorism in the media. 

12.-
Guarantee the presence of victims of terrorism and their testimonies in the Education for Peace programmes. 

Premise 3.
THE RESTORATION OF HISTORICAL MEMORY AND REPARATION FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE FRANCO DICTATORSHIP.
Main Policies of Action.
· We express our commitment to the right to truth as a guarantee of justice and recognition for the victims of the Franco dictatorship.
· We reiterate our wish to restore our historical memory and claim the right to the moral and economic reparation of the victims of the Franco dictatorship.
· We declare the need to face with dignity the wounds of the Civil War and to remember its horrors so that these may never be committed again in the name of any totalitarian political idea or project.
Commitments and Initiatives
A)
Historical memory. Recognition and truth. 
1.-
Develop a Programme-Homage on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Franco-led rebellion.
2.- Foster acts of recognition of those groups that suffered with special intensity during the war and the repression of the Franco dictatorship.
3.-
Audiovisual archive and recovery of the Historical Patrimony of the Civil War and the Basque Country.
4.-Itinerant exhibitions on the repression of the Franco regime and exile. Project: "Vivid memory".
B)
Justice and Reparation:
5.-
Documentary recovery of archives that relate to the experience of prisoners and victims of the repression of the Franco dictatorship.
6.-
Extension of the economic compensation programme for those who were condemned to forced labour.
7.-Review of pending cases in the aid programmes for victims of the Franco dictatorship.
8.-
Political and legislative initiatives to condemn the Franco dictatorship and offer reparation for the victims of the Franco era in the Spanish State and the European Union.
Premise 4.
THE DEFENCE OF FREEDOM AND THE RECOVERY OF CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS
Main Policies of Action.
· We express our commitment to a respect for human rights and to the civil and political liberties of all persons.
· We declare our rejection of any instrument or method that involves the violation of civil and political rights
Commitments and Initiatives
A)
Promotion and defence of civil and political rights. 
1.-
Develop awareness campaigns in the defence of Human Rights, with special attention to the rights included in the International Agreement of Civil and Political Rights.
2.-
Organise a seminar on the practical application of International Decorations on Human Rights in the Basque Country and in the State.
3.-
Promote the initiatives of those entities who work in the field of civil liberties and in the defence of democratic values.
4.-
Propose parliamentary or institutional incentives against the violation of the civil and political rights of all persons.
B)
Respect for the fundamental rights of expression, meeting and political participation. 
5.-
Promote specific initiatives to modify the legal regulations that restrict or violate civil and political rights.
6.-
"Maximise, within the area of authority of Basque institutions, the exercise of first generation fundamental rights and liberties".
C)
Defence of the freedom of information. 
7.-
Develop measures to create an awareness of the freedom of information.
8.-
Foster reflection on and an awareness of the seriousness of the closure of Basque media companies.
Premise 5.
THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE AND THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF DETAINEES AND PRISONERS. 
Main Policies of Action.
· We reiterate our firm commitment to the absolute prohibition of torture and any other form of inhuman and degrading treatment.
· We propose a penitentiary policy that respects the human rights of prisoners and their families.
· We declare our willingness to propitiate humanisation initiatives and a policy to bring Basque prisoners to prisons closer to their family and social environment.
Commitments and Initiatives
A)
Prevention of torture and mistreatment:
1.-
Advance in the application of the Protocols of the Ertzaintza for the Coordination of Assistance for Detainees under conditions of solitary confinement or otherwise.
2.-
Favour and propitiate the actions of international organisations in cases of mistreatment and culture.
3.-
Develop initiatives of surveillance, prevention and control to avoid torture and mistreatment.
B)
Respect for the Human Rights of detainees and their relatives.
4.-
Urge the Spanish Government to draw up the Plan to bring Basque prisoners to penitentiary centres close to their social and family environment.
5.-
Urge the reform of the Penitentiary Regulations that include the right of internees to complete their sentences in the penitentiary centres nearest their social and family environment.
6.-
Develop aid programmes for the rehabilitation of internees, as well as the provision of humanitarian, social, health and legal assistance. 

7.-
Develop Law 3/2004 of the Basque University System in order to favour access to university courses for persons who have been deprived of their liberty.
8.-
Encourage humanisation measures with families of prisoners.
The work still to be done: "EDUCATION FOR PEACE AND COEXISTENCE. RECONCILIATION".
Main Policies of Action.
· We reiterate our support for educating for peace in order to foster coexistence based on the values of respect, tolerance, dialogue, solidarity and justice.
· We recognise that to live in peace does not mean to live without conflicts, but to confront these without violence of any kind, based on dialogue incomprehension, as the tools of peace.
· We undertake to generate in our society a spirit of self-criticism, humility to ask for forgiveness and generosity to forgive, as the road to reconciliation.
Commitments and Initiatives.
1.
Draw up a Basque Plan of education for peace aimed at society in general and especially at the education system, in order to provide an education in subjects such as democratic values and the culture of Peace.
2.
Creation of an interdepartmental Commission for education in peace and democratic values
3.
Creation of a Forum of associations that work in the area of education in peace and democratic values. 

4.
Creation of a Technical Secretariat to foster relations between the Forum of associations of education in peace and the Public Administration.
5.
Approve an educational innovation Programme 2007-2010 to develop and examine the priority Area of Activity called “Towards an inclusive school in the field of education for coexistence and Peace”.
6.
Introduce transversal educational activities relating to peace, human rights and democracy in curricula at all levels of education, both formal and non-formal.
7.
Encourage co-operation between education centres and families to develop and apply educational programmes for tolerance.
8.
Organise periodic exchanges between students and teachers with centres in the other Autonomous Communities and other countries.
9.
Draw up maps of good practice in the field of education in peace with regard to educational centres, town halls and leisure groups.
10.
Foster integrated pilot projects in education for peace.
11.
Promote coexistence and the social and cultural adaptation of immigrants based on a respect for their identity.
12.
Sponsor publicity programmes in the media to disseminate the culture of Peace and democratic values.
13.
Foster awareness campaigns among children and young people in the culture of Peace and reconciliation.
14.
Promote Forums for reconciliation to foster personal encounters and exchanges of international experiences.
15.
Favour the development of social networks that generate the appropriate conditions to stimulate the processes of reconciliation. and
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