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 Review of Medicare Benefits Schedule 
 
 More than 5000 items 
   – often no descriptors 
   – mostly no HTA 
 

 Remove obsolete items 
 

 Review high cost/volume items 
  e.g. Colonoscopy 
  Coronary artery stenting 
 

 Comprehensive and ongoing 



 Choosing Wisely Australia 
 
 5 years 
 30 organisations 
   – Medical colleges 
   – Societies  – Medical 
  – Nursing 
  – Pharmacy 
 



 Choosing Wisely Australia 
 
 More than 300 recommendations 
  Information for Clinicians and Patients 
 Established 5 years 
 Operated by NPS medicine wise 
 Funded by Australian Government 
 First annual meeting 2017 
 Evaluation planned 
 Hospital involvement 
 
 



 Health PACT 
 
 Technology Briefs designed to  
 Change practice  
 Tavi 
 Renal nerve denervation 
 IVC filters 
 IV canulae in antibiotic use 
 Mitraclip 
 Bioresorbable stents 
 Gynaecological mesh 
 Pulmonary stents 
 



State Health Department 
And based HTA committees 

 
 All states and New Zealand have 
 Active programmes 
 
 e.g. Auckland hospital 
 - Catheter ablation for AF 
 - Grommots 

 
  



Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
 
 Use of biosimilars generics 
 
 Limited expenditure growth to 1% 
  
 Hepatitis C – Public health QALY of $14,000 
 













Australian Safety and Quality 
Commission 

 
2nd Atlas of variation in Healthcare 2017 

 
Developed Chronic disease management programs 

 COPD 
 Heart Failure 
 Diabetes 
 


















